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ABSTRACT 

 

 

The Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs) in fostering the emergence of transnational social 

movements within the context of India. As global issues increasingly transcend national 

boundaries, NGOs have emerged as pivotal actors in connecting individuals, communities, and 

organizations from diverse countries to address shared challenges. This research employs a 

multidisciplinary approach, drawing on literature from sociology, international relations, and 

development studies, to analyze the multifaceted contributions of NGOs to transnational social 

movements. The primary objectives of this research are to examine the strategies employed by 

NGOs to facilitate cross-border activism, the impact of their interventions on policy agendas and 

public discourse, and the challenges they encounter in their efforts to bridge local and global 

concerns. Through a comprehensive literature review and analysis of case studies, this study 

sheds light on the ways in which NGOs leverage advocacy, resource mobilization, capacity 

building, and technological innovation to catalyze transnational social movements in India. 

Findings from this study underscore the critical role of NGOs as facilitators of information 

exchange, transnational networking, and cultural exchange. By collaborating with international 

counterparts and leveraging digital platforms, NGOs transcend geographic limitations, forming 

connections that amplify their influence. Moreover, this research examines the potential tensions 

arising from the power dynamics between NGOs and local communities, as well as the delicate 

balance between external funding and maintaining grassroots authenticity. Ultimately, this study 

contributes to a deeper understanding of the intricate interplay between NGOs and transnational 

social movements in India. By illuminating the mechanisms through which NGOs enable cross-

border solidarity, influence global agendas, and navigate challenges, this research informs 

strategies for more effective and sustainable transnational activism in an increasingly 

interconnected world. 

Keywords: NGOs; transnational social movements; India; advocacy; resource mobilization; 

capacity building; global agendas. 

 

INTRODUCTION 

Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs) 

play a significant role in the emergence of 

transnational social movements in India. 

Transnational social movements are those 

that address global issues and transcend 

national boundaries, connecting people and 

organizations from different countries to 
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work towards common goals. In the Indian 

context, NGOs have been instrumental in 

fostering and catalyzing such movements 

due to their unique characteristics and 

capacities.  

NGOs (Non-Governmental Organizations) 

and social movements are two distinct but 

often interconnected entities that collaborate 

to address social, political, environmental, 

and human rights issues. Understanding 

their roles, interactions, and contributions is 

crucial for comprehending how collective 

action shapes societies and drives change. 

NGOs are independent, non-profit 

organizations that operate outside of 

government control. They are driven by 

specific missions and work to address 

various societal concerns. NGOs can have 

local, national, or international scopes and 

cover a wide range of issues, including 

poverty alleviation, human rights, 

healthcare, education, environmental 

conservation, and more. NGOs typically 

rely on funding from various sources, 

including donations, grants, and 

partnerships. 

 

Hank Johnston (1995) expressed in his book 

insights into how social movements, 

including those involving NGOs, 

strategically frame their messages to 

mobilize support and create resonance 

among various audiences. 

Ann M.Florini (2000) explores the 

emergence of transnational civil society, 

including NGOs, and their impact on global 

governance and social movements. 

Donatella Della Porta and Sidney Tarrow 

(2005) discussed how NGOs and 

transnational networks contribute to social 

movements by connecting activists across 

borders and mobilizing around shared 

issues. 

Michel Feher (2005) examines the various 

ways in which NGOs influence international 

politics and contribute to shaping global 

agendas, including through their 

involvement in social movements. 

Garry Rodan (2004) focuses on the role of 

NGOs in Southeast Asia, specifically the 

Philippines, in promoting participation and 

protest within social movements. 

Manuel Castells (2004) influential work 

discusses how identity-based movements, 

often led by NGOs, play a crucial role in 

shaping modern social movements and 

activism. 

 

ROLE OF NGOS IN SOCIAL 

MOVEMENTS TRANSFORMATION: 

Networking and Collaboration: NGOs in 

India often collaborate with international 

counterparts and other civil society 

organizations to share information, 

resources, and strategies. These 

collaborations enable the formation of 

networks that connect activists, experts, and 
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supporters from different countries, 

facilitating the emergence of transnational 

movements. 

Advocacy and Awareness: NGOs are often 

at the forefront of raising awareness about 

global issues such as climate change, human 

rights, gender equality, and more. Through 

their campaigns, events, and communication 

efforts, NGOs help educate the public, 

mobilize support, and create a sense of 

solidarity that transcends national 

boundaries. 

Resource Mobilization: NGOs play a 

crucial role in mobilizing resources for 

transnational movements. They raise funds 

from international donors, foundations, and 

other sources to support their campaigns and 

initiatives, enabling them to have a broader 

impact and reach. 

Policy Influence: NGOs engage with 

international bodies, such as the United 

Nations and regional organizations, to 

influence policies and advocate for change 

on a global scale. They leverage their 

connections and expertise to shape agendas, 

participate in negotiations, and ensure that 

the voices of marginalized communities are 

heard. 

Capacity Building: NGOs in India often 

work on building the capacity of local 

communities and grassroots organizations. 

By providing training, resources, and 

guidance, they empower individuals and 

groups to participate effectively in 

transnational movements and address global 

challenges. 

Technology and Communication: NGOs 

use technology, social media, and online 

platforms to connect with activists and 

supporters worldwide. This digital presence 

enables them to coordinate actions, share 

information, and organize campaigns that 

transcend borders. 

Cultural Exchange and Solidarity: NGOs 

facilitate cultural exchange and cross-border 

solidarity by bringing together people with 

similar concerns and values. These 

interactions foster a sense of shared purpose 

and a recognition that challenges faced in 

one country often have parallels in others. 

Research and Data: NGOs often conduct 

research and gather data on global issues, 

providing evidence-based arguments that 

support their causes. This information is 

shared internationally, contributing to a 

better understanding of the problems at hand 

and garnering international attention. 

Humanitarian Relief and Disaster 

Response: During times of crisis or 

disasters, NGOs often collaborate with 

international relief organizations to provide 

aid and support. Their efforts in disaster 

response can lead to the emergence of 

transnational movements focused on 

addressing immediate needs and promoting 

long-term recovery. 

In summary, NGOs in India play a pivotal 

role in the emergence of transnational social 
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movements by connecting activists, 

mobilizing resources, advocating for 

change, and fostering international 

collaboration. Their diverse activities 

contribute to creating a more interconnected 

world where individuals and organizations 

work collectively to address global 

challenges. 

POPULAR SOCIAL MOVEMENTS IN 

INDIA 

India has a rich history of social movements 

that have aimed to address various issues, 

from civil rights to environmental 

protection. Here are some of the popular and 

significant social movements in India: 

Indian Independence Movement (1857-

1947): The movement for India's 

independence from British colonial rule was 

a long and significant struggle that involved 

various leaders, ideologies, and methods. 

Notable figures include Mahatma Gandhi, 

Jawaharlal Nehru, and Subhas Chandra 

Bose. 

Champaran Satyagraha (1917): Led by 

Mahatma Gandhi, this movement focused 

on the issues faced by indigo farmers in 

Champaran, Bihar. It marked one of the 

earliest instances of nonviolent civil 

disobedience against British policies. 

Salt March (1930): Another pivotal 

movement led by Gandhi, the Salt March 

was a protest against the British salt tax. It 

became a symbol of India's nonviolent 

resistance to colonial rule. 

Chipko Movement (1973): This 

environmental movement, originating in the 

Himalayan region, aimed to protect forests 

from deforestation and promote sustainable 

development. The term "chipko" means 

"hug" or "embrace," reflecting the 

movement's tactic of hugging trees to 

prevent their felling. 

Narmada Bachao Andolan (NBA) or Save 

Narmada Movement (1985): This 

movement opposed large-scale dam projects 

on the Narmada River, advocating for the 

rights and rehabilitation of displaced 

communities. 

Anti-Corruption Movement (2011-2012): 

Led by Anna Hazare, this movement sought 

to establish an independent anti-corruption 

ombudsman, known as the Lokpal, to 

investigate and prosecute corruption cases. 

Nirbhaya Protests (2012): Following the 

brutal gang rape and murder of a young 

woman in Delhi, widespread protests 

erupted across the country demanding 

justice for the victim and greater efforts to 

combat gender-based violence. 

#MeToo Movement (2018): The global 

#MeToo movement gained momentum in 

India as well, with numerous women 

sharing their stories of sexual harassment 

and assault in various sectors, leading to 

greater awareness and discussions about 

gender-based violence. 
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Farmers' Protests (ongoing since 2020): 

The ongoing protests by farmers primarily 

from Punjab and Haryana against new 

agricultural laws introduced by the Indian 

government have gained widespread 

attention both within India and 

internationally. 

Environmental and Climate Movements: 

Various movements have emerged to 

address environmental and climate change 

issues, including protests against coal 

mining, air pollution, and climate inaction. 

LGBTQ+ Rights Movement: Advocacy 

for LGBTQ+ rights and decriminalization of 

homosexuality gained momentum with the 

decriminalization of Section 377 of the 

Indian Penal Code in 2018. 

 

FINDINGS AND CONCLUSION 

The transformation of social movements in 

India through the active involvement of 

Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs) 

has been a dynamic and impactful process. 

NGOs have played a pivotal role in 

reshaping the nature, strategies, and 

outcomes of social movements across 

diverse issues and contexts. The 

collaborative efforts between NGOs and 

social movements have led to significant 

changes in how issues are addressed, 

campaigns are organized, and voices are 

amplified. Several key conclusions can be 

drawn from examining the role of NGOs in 

transforming social movements in India: 

1. Amplification of Grassroots Voices: 

NGOs have acted as intermediaries, 

amplifying the voices of 

marginalized and grassroots 

communities within broader social 

movements. By providing a platform 

and resources, NGOs have enabled 

local concerns to gain national and 

even global attention. 

2. Innovative Strategies for Advocacy: 

NGOs have brought innovative 

approaches to social movements, 

incorporating technology, media, 

and creative tactics. These strategies 

have enhanced the visibility and 

impact of movements, reaching 

wider audiences and engaging new 

supporters. 

3. Transnational Solidarity: The 

involvement of NGOs has enabled 

social movements to transcend 

national borders and forge alliances 

with international counterparts. This 

transnational solidarity has led to the 

emergence of global movements 

addressing shared issues and 

challenges. 

4. Policy Impact: Through research, 

data collection, and advocacy, NGOs 

have contributed to shaping policy 

agendas and influencing government 

decisions. Social movements 

supported by NGOs have succeeded 
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in driving policy changes across a 

range of sectors. 

5. Capacity Building and 

Empowerment: NGOs have 

empowered local communities and 

activists by providing training, 

education, and skill development. 

This empowerment has resulted in 

more inclusive and sustainable social 

movements driven by individuals 

who understand the issues 

intimately. 

6. Mainstreaming Marginalized Issues: 

NGOs have played a crucial role in 

bringing marginalized issues to the 

forefront of public discourse. This 

has led to increased awareness and 

action on subjects such as gender 

equality, LGBTQ+ rights, 

environmental protection, and more. 

7. Adapting to Changing Contexts: The 

flexibility and adaptability of NGOs 

have allowed social movements to 

respond effectively to changing 

socio-political dynamics. This 

adaptability has enabled movements 

to remain relevant and influential 

over time. 

8. Collaboration and Coalition 

Building: NGOs have fostered 

collaboration among diverse 

stakeholders, including civil society 

organizations, academic institutions, 

and local communities. This 

collective approach has strengthened 

the impact of social movements. 

9. Challenges of Co-optation and 

Autonomy: While NGOs have 

facilitated transformation, challenges 

related to co-optation by external 

interests and maintaining grassroots 

authenticity remain. Balancing 

external funding with local priorities 

is a continual concern. 

In essence, the relationship between NGOs 

and social movements in India is 

characterized by mutual reinforcement. 

NGOs bring expertise, resources, and 

networks to movements, enhancing their 

efficacy, while social movements infuse 

NGOs with grassroots legitimacy and a 

deeper connection to the communities they 

serve. The transformation of social 

movements through NGOs reflects the 

evolving dynamics of civil society 

engagement, as well as the power of 

collective action in addressing societal 

challenges and driving positive change. 

Social movements infuse NGOs with 

grassroots legitimacy and a direct 

connection to the communities affected by 

the issues. Movements often rely on NGOs 

to amplify their voices, provide strategic 

guidance, and channel their demands 

through established channels for policy 

advocacy. In many instances, NGOs can 

emerge from social movements as well. As 

movements grow and their goals evolve, 
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they may establish NGOs to formalize their 

activities, manage resources, and continue 

advocating for change even after the initial 

surge of grassroots energy. NGOs and social 

movements are integral to the fabric of civil 

society, working in tandem to effect positive 

change. Their synergy demonstrates the 

power of collective action, whether through 

structured organizational efforts or 

grassroots-driven mobilization. 
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